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INTRODUCTION 
1. The reasons for choosing the topic
1.1. On January 30, 1950, the Soviet Union recognized and established diplomatic relations with the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. This event laid the foundation for strong friendship between the two countries. In the past 68 years, relations between the Soviet Union and Russia - Vietnam have experienced many ups and downs, but this relationship has been increasingly attached, constantly developing.
1.2. In the early years of the 21 st century, together with the complex changes of the world and the region, Russia and Vietnam had a comprehensive change. For Russia, they  expanded the relations with other countries in the world and implemented the policy of "Eastward", prioritized cooperation with countries in the Asia-Pacific region, with a focus on South- East Asian countries, especially Vietnam. As for Vietnam, they strengthened regional and international integration in the spirit of being willing to be a friend and a reliable partner of countries in the international community. Vietnam has constantly strengthened and developed relations with Russia. Russia and Vietnam have a need to develop bilateral relations to the level of strategic partners.

In 2001, the two countries signed a Joint Statement on Strategic Partnership. This is a milestone marking the development and creating a new legal framework for bilateral cooperation between Russia and Vietnam. In 2012, the two countries signed a Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Strategic Partnerships.

1.3. When building and implementing strategic partnerships, Russia and Vietnam, like other partners, often value political, security and economic cooperation. On the other hand, after a period of “disruption”, the two countries resume relations with each other, then the political and economic relations always occupy a special priority. 

1.4. Entering the twenty-first century, the political and economic relations between Russia and Vietnam have achieved many remarkable results. But the economy has not promoted its effectiveness to match the potentials and aspirations of the two peoples. Therefore, the Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations require further promotion, in order to bring this relationship to a new height.
In this situation, the study of the current status of Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations is really necessary, with important significance both in theory and practice, it helps to clarify the nature of mobilization and development, the advantages as well as difficulties, highlights and impacts of bilateral relations in the fields of politics and economy of Russia - Vietnam. Thereby we exploit the advantages of current international relations, contribute to the adjustment of foreign policies of the two countries, affirm the necessity of continuing to strengthen the cooperation between the two countries in the current and next stages.
Stemming from the above-mentioned scientific and practical meanings, we selected the issue: “Political and economic relations between the Russian Federation and the Socialist Republic of  Vietnam from 2001 to 2015”  as the theme of PhD dissertation.
2. Objectives and scope of the study

2.1. Research objectives: The object of research is the political and economic relations between Russia and Vietnam from 2001 to 2015.
2.2. Scope of research 
- About time: The dissertation studies Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations from 2001 to 2015. We chose the 2001 milestone to start the study of Russian-Vietnamese relations in the political and economic fields, because this is when the two countries signed the Joint Declaration on Strategic Partnership on the occasion of the visit to Vietnam of Russian President V. Putin on February 28th, 2001. This is an important milestone marking the development of quality in relations between Russia and Vietnam. The year 2015 was chosen as the closing point because it was a 65-year period since the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Soviet Union and Vietnam.

However, to take a look at the whole, we have mentioned briefly about Russia - Vietnam relations before 2001.
- About content: The dissertation focuses on researching bilateral relations between Russia and Vietnam in the field of politics and economy. 

- About the dissertation title: Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations are fully understood as the relationship between the Russian Federation and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in the field of politics and economy, but in the dissertation, to make it short, we write Russia for the Russian Federation is Russia and Vietnam for the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

In addition to the scope of time and content mentioned above, other issues are not covered by the research topic. 

3. Research objectives and tasks
3.1. Objectives of the study

The dissertation clarifies the status of political and economic relations between Russia and Vietnam from 2001 to 2015. On that basis, it makes a real assessment of achievements and limitations, points out the reasons for these achievements and limitations, and draws out the highlights and impacts of political and economic relations between Russia - Vietnam for each country as well as for Southeast Asia and Asia - Pacific.

3.2. Research tasks 
The dissertation focuses on solving the following basic issues:
- Analyzing factors affecting Russia-Vietnam political and economic relations from 2001 to 2015, including external factors, internal factors and historical factors.
- Clarifying the status and content of cooperation relations between Russia and Vietnam in the political and economic fields from 2001 to 2015.
- On the basis of analyzing the current status of political and economic relations between Russia and Vietnam, the dissertation draws general comments on achievements and limitations, at the same time, it points out the causes of achievements, limitations, draws the highlights, and analyzes the impact of political and economic relations between Russia and Vietnam from 2001 to 2015 for each country and for Asia - Pacific and Southeast Asia regions as well.
4. Resources used in the dissertation
Sources used in the dissertation include :

- Original documents: This is the official source of information, providing basic information, accurate and reliable statistics, is a true basis for us to study this issue, including: Great Documents Vietnamese Communist Party Association; Official documents of the two States on foreign policy and related relations of Russia and Vietnam such as: Joint Declaration, Cooperation Agreement, signed documents, speeches on visits mutual between senior leaders of the two countries; Official sources of statistics and archives of the two Russian and Vietnamese States related to bilateral relations. 
- Books, articles, essays, dissertations ... related to Russian-Vietnamese relations of domestic and foreign scholars have been published.
- The domestic and foreign official websites related to Russia-Vietnam relations are highly reliable.
The sources are mainly in Vietnamese, English and Russian.

5. Methodology and research methods
- In terms of methodology, the dissertation is based on the theory of Marx - Lenin, the views of dialectical materialism and historical materialism, Ho Chi Minh's thought and foreign policy of the Communist Party of Vietnam.
- Research methods: historical methods and logical methods are used. In addition, the author also incorporates many interdisciplinary scientific research methods such as method of synthesis, analysis, statistics, collation, comparison and reasoning ... especially methods of research on national relation analysis. 
6. Contributions of the dissertation
- The dissertation reproduces objectively and scientifically and relatively systematically about political and economic relations between Russia and Vietnam from 2001 to 2015.
- The dissertation comments on achievements, limitations, causes of achievements and limitations, clarifies the highlights and impacts of this relationship on Russia, Vietnam and the Asia-Pacific region as well as Southeast Asia.
- The dissertation adds to the document system to serve the research and teaching history of international relations in general and Russia - Vietnam political and economic relations in the first two decades of the 21st century in particular.
7. Layout of the dissertation
In addition to the introduction, conclusions, references and appendices, the content of the dissertation is presented in four chapters:
Chapter 1.    Overview of  the research situation

Chapter 2.    Factors affecting Russian-Vietnamese political and economic 

          relations from 2001 to 2015
Chapter 3.   Russian - Vietnamese relations in the political and economic fields from 2001 to 2015

Chapter 4.   Comments on Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations from 2001 to 2015

Chapter 1
OVERVIEW OF THE RESEARCH SITUATION 

1.1. Research situation of Vietnamese scholars

1.1.1. Works related to Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations
1.1.1.1. Research projects on Soviet-Vietnamese relations 
Some studies on Soviet-Vietnamese relations such as: “Solidarity and comprehensive cooperation with the Soviet Union are our strategic and emotional principles” (1982) by Le Duan; the book “The majestic monument of Vietnamese - Soviet friendship” (1983) by Truong Chinh; the book “Vietnam - Soviet friendship forever green forever and sustainable” (1983) by Pham Van Dong. The authors analyze the role of the Soviet Union in Vietnam during the two wars against France and the US for national independence of the Vietnamese people.
The book “On the relationship between Vietnam - Russia in the current period” (1997) by Nguyen Huu Cat (editor) is also a work mentioning the development of Russian-Vietnamese relations before 2001. The book mentions the international position, economic and social situation, as well as Russia and Vietnam foreign policy after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Since then, the authors present the achievements, advantages and disadvantages of Vietnam - Russia relations in the last decade of the twentieth century, as well as the prospects of this relationship.

1.1.1.2. Research group on foreign policy
This group of works has a number of articles such as: “Looking back on 10 years of foreign policy of the Russian Federation and Vietnam - Russian Federation relations in the early years of the 21st century” (2010) by Nguyen An Ha, European Research Journal, No. 3; Author Nguyen Canh Toan with the article “Russia's Strategic Adjustment in the Asia-Pacific Region” (2012), published in the European Research Journal, No. 11; Nguyen Thi Mai Hoa with the article “The return to Southeast Asia of the Russian Federation and its impact on Vietnam” (2013), published in the Journal of Political Theory, No. 4; The book “The adjustment of US and Russian foreign policy towards Vietnam after the Cold War” (2016) by author Bui Thi Thao. These works address the adjustment of Russia's foreign policy towards the Asia-Pacific region, Southeast Asia, and Vietnam.

About regarding Vietnam's foreign policy, it is possible to review basic works such as the book “Vietnamese Foreign Affairs in the renovation period” (2005) by Pham Van Linh (editor); the book “International relations and foreign policy of Vietnam today” (2007) of Trinh Muc and Nguyen Hoang Giap; the book “Paths and policies of Vietnam Foreign Relations in the new period” (2011) by Pham Binh Minh (editor); the book “Vietnam's Foreign Exchange Policy (1986- 2010)” (2012) by Pham Quang Minh. These works address the Vietnamese Communist Party's diplomacy, policies and achievements, as well as lessons learned in Vietnam's foreign affairs over time.
1.1.2. Studies on Russian and Vietnamese political and economic relations
1.1.2.1.Studies on Russian-Vietnamese relations
This work group studied Russian-Vietnamese relations, in which the authors mentioned the political and economic relations between the two countries, including the book “Vietnam - Russia relations in the new international context” (2005) by Vo Dai Luoc and Le Bo Linh; the book “Vietnam - Russia Strategic Cooperation: Perspectives, Current Situations and Prospects” (2008) by two authors Vu Dinh Hoe and Nguyen Hoang Giap (co-editor); the article “About the current Vietnam-Russia and Vietnam-Russia relations” (2004) by Vo Kim Cuong published in the Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, No. 1; The author's doctoral dissertation Нгуен Ле Тху (Nguyen Le Thu), in Russian, in Moscow (2009), with the title “Отношения между Вьетнамом и Российской Федерацией с 1991 по 2009 год” (Relations between Vietnam and Russia from 1991 to 2009); author Dinh Cong Tuan with post “Russia - Vietnam Strategic Partnership (from March 2001 to present)” (2010) published in the European Research Journal, No. 3; “Vietnam - Russia Relationship: 65-year long journey” (2014) by Le Thanh Van, published in European Research Journal No. 12; and the article “Looking back 65 years of Vietnam-Russia relations” (2015) by author Ha My Huong published in the Communist Journal, No. 867.
1.1.2.2. Studies on on Russian-Vietnamese relations in the political field
In Vietnam, there are not many research projects on Russian-Vietnamese relations in the political field, however during the process of processing the dissertation materials, we approached and consulted the research works on this field as the article “A brief description of the Vietnam-Russia friendship and cooperation through archives” (2007) by Nguyen Le Nhung, in the topic of friendship and cooperation between Vietnam and Russia through archives; article “New developments in Vietnam-Russia relations” (2011) by author Ha My Huong, published in the Communist Journal, No. 819; “Vietnam-Russian Federation relations in the context of strengthening US presence in the Asia-Pacific region” (2012) by Nguyen Quang Thuan, published in the European Research Journal, No. 9; Master's dissertation of author Tran Thi Thuy with the title “Vietnam - Russian Federation relations in the field of politics and security - national defense in the period 2001 – 2015” (2016). Basically, these articles presented visits and discussions in meetings of delegations at all levels of Vietnam and Russia. The first step is to affirm that regular contacts between high-ranking leaders of Vietnam and Russia play an important role in strengthening and developing the solidarity, friendship and cooperation between the two countries.
In addition, articles on security - defense relations such as “Vietnam-Russia defense cooperation present and prospects” (2006) by Nguyen Kim Lan, published in the European Research Journal, No. 6; “Military cooperation between Russia and some ASEAN countries after the Cold War” (2008) by two authors Dinh Thanh Tu and Tran Hiep, published in the Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, No. 2, also research works related to relations between Russia and Vietnam in the field of politics, security and national defense.
Besides, there are some studies on the political field of Vietnamese scholars published in Russian such as “Военно-политическое сотрудничество и меры по его укреплению в среднесрочной перспективе до 2020 г” (Political-defense cooperation and orientations to strengthen and develop medium-term by 2020) of two authors Нгуен Кань Тоан (Nguyen Canh Toan), Нгуен Тхань Хыонг (Nguyen Thanh Huong); and “Визит президента СРВ Чыонг Тан Шанга в Россию - важная веха в укреплении отношений стратегического партнерства” (Visit to Russia by the President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam Truong Tan Sang - is an important milestone in strengthening strategic partnership) by author Ле Тхань Ван (Le Thanh Van) and Ле Куинь Нга (Le Quynh Nga), published in the book “Отношения между Россией и Вьетнамом: текущие и исторические - Взгляды с обеих сторон” (Russian-Vietnamese relations: contemporary and historical, views of both sides) (2014), Publishing company ИДВ РАН. The authors mentioned that political relations between Russia and Vietnam are increasingly strengthened through regular bilateral exchange and contact mechanisms at all levels.
1.1.2.3. Studies of Russian-Vietnamese relations in the field of economy
The book “Vietnam Economic Relations - Russian Federation Status and Prospects” (1995) by Bui Huy Khoat (editor); the article “Vietnam - Russia Economic Relations in the current international context” (2007) by Dinh Cong Tuan, published in the Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, No. 10; Nguyen Sinh Cuc with the article “Vietnam - Russia Economic Relations (2--001 - 2010)” (2010) was published in the European Research Journal, No. 11.

About investment, with the article “Vietnam - Russia Direct Investment and Economic Cooperation” (2003) by Hoang Xuan Nghia and Nguyen Thanh Cong, published in the World Economic Issues magazine, No. 292; Doctoral dissertation in economics của Фам Тхи Бинь (Pham Thi Binh), in Russian, with the subject “Прямые инвестиции с социально- экономическим статусом и перспективами Вьетнама” (Direct investment in Vietnam's socio-economy, current situation and prospects) (2009) in Saint - Petersburg. 
About trade, there is the article “Development of Vietnam - Russia trade relations” (2005) by author Trinh Thi Thanh Thuy, published in the Communist Review, No. 2; Doctoral dissertation in economics by Нгуен Куанг Хай (Nguyen Quang Hai) (2006), in Moscow, with the subject “Взаимоотношения с торговлей Вьетнамом с Российской Федерацией” (Vietnam trade relations with the Russian Federation; Economic doctoral dissertation by Đang Hung Son“International trade policy of the Russian Federation and the ability to develop Vietnam's trade relations - Russian Federation”(2012); The article “Looking back on Vietnam-Russia trade relations (1991-2010)” (2013) by Le Van Thinh, published in the Party History Journal, No. 5. 
In general, the works have described trade relations and investment through analyzing the proportion, structure of goods, scale, structure of industries and investment areas ... between Russia and Vietnam.

1.2. The research situation of foreign scholars
1.2.1. Russian scholars
1.2.1.1. Works related to Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations
* About Soviet-Vietnamese relations: The book “Советско-вьетнамские отношения” (Soviet - Vietnamese relations) (1975) by M.P. Исаев, A.С. Чернышев, Издательство Мысль, Mосква. 
* Regarding foreign policy: The book “Russia Between East and West - Russian Foreign Policy on the Threshold of the Twenty First Century” (2003) by Gabriel Gorodetsky (editor). 

Some studies on Russian foreign policy in the Asia-Pacific region such as: “Восхождение России: Влияние Азиатско-Тихоокеанского региона” (Russia's rise: affecting the Asia-Pacific region) (2008) by Наумкин Виталий Вячеславович, Posted on Журнал Международных Исследований, №2; the article “Тихоокеанская альтернатива для России” (Итоги президентства Дмитрия Медведева на восточном направлении россйиской политики) (Pacific situation solution for Russia), (Eastern policy of Russia, stated in the summary of President Dmitry Medvedev's presidency) (2012), posted on Hезависимая Россия, No. 13/6/2012; the article “The situation in the Asia-Pacific region and Russia's policy in this region” (2014) by Aleksey Fenenko, published in European Research Journal No. 4, in Vietnamese. Although the dissertation does not directly focus on Russia's foreign strategy with the regions, it partly grasps the external focus, objectives, foreign orientation, and more importantly, determines Vietnam's position in Russia's foreign policy.

1.2.1.2. Studies on Russian- Vietnamese political and economic relations
* Studies on Russian- Vietnamese political and economic relations
The article “Новый шаг в развитии вьетнамо - российских отношений” (New development in Vietnam-Russia relations) (2002) by Ротислав Шиматовский, posted on  Журнал Исследования международных проблем, номер 36; The article “Россиско - Вьетнамское отношение в Азиатско - Tихоoкеанской политике” (Vietnam - Russia relations in Asia-Pacific policy) by Федоровский А.Н, reported in the International Scientific Conference “Vietnam-Russia strategic partnership: issues and prospects”, Moscow, December 16th, 2005; The article “Основные характеристики Российско- Вьетнамских отношений в начале XXI века” (The basic characteristics of Russian-Vietnamese relations in the early 21st century) by А. Ауль, published in the Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference “Vietnam - Russia Strategic Partnership: Issues and Prospects”, Far Eastern Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences, held in Moscow on December 16th, 2005; The book “Отношения между Россией и Вьетнамом: текущие и исторические - Взгляды с обеих сторон” (Russian-Vietnamese relations: contemporary and historical - views of both sides) (2014) published by the Vietnam and ASEAN Research Center, the Far East Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow; The article “Russian - Vietnamese Relations: Position and Prospects” (2014) by Mosyakov Dmitry, posted in Magazine ASIA Times online; The article “Российско-вьетнамские отношения: реальность и перспективы” (Russian-Vietnamese relations: reality and prospects) (2015), in the book Вьетнамские иследования, publishing company ИДВ РАН, Москва. From the perspective of presenting achievements in political and economic relations in the overall comprehensive cooperation relationship between Russia and Vietnam, the works have not focused on studying these two areas in a specific way but only just stopped at the general level.

* Studies of Russian-Vietnamese relations in the political field: Author Кобелев Е. В., with the article with the title “Проблемы безопасности Вьетнама в свете современных российско-вьетнамских отношений” (Security issues of Vietnam in the overall Russian-Vietnamese relations today) (2014), in the book Пути укрепления безопасности и сотрудничества Восточной Азии, Материалы совместного российско-вьетнамского иследования, publishing company ИДВ РАН, Москва; and “Российско-вьетнамские отношения и проблемы региональной бзопасности в Юго-Восточной Азии” (Russian-Vietnamese relations and security issues in Southeast Asia) (2016), in the book Новые вывозы и механизмы безопасности в Восточной Азии, publishing company ИД “ФОРУМ”, Москва. The author has affirmed that in the current period, Russian - Vietnamese relations are an important factor to ensure peace and security in Southeast Asia as well as in Asia – Pacific regions.
* Research projects on Russian-Vietnamese relations in economy
The article “Реальность и методы реализации для подвижения развития россииской непосредственной инвестиции во Вьетнам” (Situation and solutions to promote Russian direct investment in Vietnam) by Росислав Шиматовский, published in the Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference - Vietnam - Russia Strategic Partnership: issues and prospects, by the Far East Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences (ИДВ РАН), held in Moscow on December 16th, 2005 Institute; the article “Российско- Вьетнамское экономическое сотрудничество в настоящий период: уровень, проблемы, масштабируемость и эффективность” (Russian-Vietnamese economic cooperation in the current period: the extent, problems, ability to scale up and improve efficiency) by Тригубенз M.E, published in the Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference - Vietnam - Russia Strategic Partnership: issues and prospects, by the Far East Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences (ИДВ РАН), held in Moscow on December 16th, 2005 Institute; the article “Новые формы экономической интеграции между РФ и СРВ” (New forms of economic linkage between the Russian Federation and Vietnam) (2014) by Мазырин В. М. posted in the book “Пути укрепления безопасности и сотрудничества Восточной Азии”, Материалы совместного российско-вьетнамского иследования, publishing company ИДВ РАН, Москва. These works have presented achievements, advantages and limitations, as well as the potential and prospects of Russian-Vietnamese economic relations.
1.2.2. Scholars of some other countries
* About Soviet-Vietnam relations  has a book “Vietnam and the Soviet Union: Anatomy of an Alliance” (1987) by Pike Douglas, publishing company Boulder: Westview Press; the book ““Soviet-India and Soviet-Vietnam Relations”  (1992) by Thakur Ramesh and Carlyle A. Thayer, published by The Macmillan Press and New York: St. Martin’s Press.  

* About foreign policy: there is the book “The Foreign Policy of Russia, Changing Systems, Enduring Interests” by Donaldson Robert H. and Nogee Joseph L. publishing company M. E. Sharpe (2009); and the book “Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics” (2009) by Mankoff Jeffrey. The book “The Multilater Dimension in Russian Foreign Policy” (2009) by Wilson Elana Rowe, Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, London and NewYork; and the book “Russian Foreign Policy in the 21st Century” (2010) by Kanet Roger E, published by Palgrave Macmillan, New York. These are works of systematic study of Russia's foreign policy in two stages: during and after the Cold War, which refers to the adjustment of Russian policy towards Vietnam.
About Vietnam's foreign policy, there is the book “Change the world: Vietnam's transition from the Cold War to Globalization” (2012) by David WP Elliott, published by Oxford University. In this work, the author also mentioned Vietnam's policy towards Russia, however only with an overview in the overall relationship of Vietnam with the region and some countries in the world such as China, America, ASEAN, Asia - Pacific.
* About Russia - Vietnam relations there is the article “Russia - Vietnam: Building a strategic partnership” (2012) by Mazyrin Vladimir, in the book ASEAN - RUSSIA Foundations and Future Prospects, ISEAS; the book “Russia rebuilds ties with Vietnam” by Roberto Tofani, posted on ASIA Times Online, November 20th, 2013.
Besides, Russian-Vietnamese relations are presented in terms of Russian foreign policy and the impact on Russia-Vietnam relations in the book “What Russia’s Turn to the East Means for Southeast Asia” (2015) by  Storey Ian. 
These works analyzed the achievements, limitations and solutions to overcome as well as the potential and prospects of Russian-Vietnamese relations. However, the specific research on politics is not much.

1.3. Comment on the research situation and the dissertation issues should be solved in the dissertation

1.3.1. Problems that have been studied
Firstly: By many approaches, mainly through the study of comprehensive relations between Russia and Vietnam, the works have mentioned the relationship between the two countries in the field of politics and economy. In the process of approaching and processing documents for the dissertation, we have not been able to approach any research on the political and economic relations between Russia and Vietnam in detail and system since two countries established strategic partnerships in 2001 up to 2015.
Secondly: With the resources in Vietnam and abroad that we have approached, no work has been found to focus exclusively on Russian-Vietnamese relations in the political field.

Thirdly: Research works on Russian-Vietnamese relations in the economic field attracted many scholars’ interest in research. The works have analyzed and evaluated the current status of economic relations between Russia and Vietnam in two areas of trade and investment. Since then the authors have commented on the achievements, limitations and prospects of this relationship. The tourism sector has not seen much in the research projects on Russian-Vietnamese economic relations.
Fourthly: In addition, relations between the Soviet Union and Vietnam, and foreign policy of Russia and Vietnam have been studied by many domestic and foreign authors. These projects are not the main issues that the dissertation mentioned, however, it is a source of information to help us have the necessary information to refer to the previous stages in the process of conducting the dissertation.
1.3.2. . Problems that the dissertation  focuses on
Based on the success of domestic and foreign researchers, in this dissertation, we focus on the following issues:
- Analysis of factors affecting Russia-Vietnam political and economic relations in the period from 2001 to 2015, which are presented according to the system: external factors, internal factors and historical factors.
- Presenting Russia and Vietnam relations in the political and economic fields from 2001 to 2015. 
- From the practice of relations between the two countries in the field of politics and economy, the dissertation has commented on the results achieved in terms of achievements, limitations, and causes. From that the dissertation points out the highlights of Russia - Vietnam relations in the two political and economic fields from 2001 to 2015, highlights the impact of this relationship on each country, with the Asia-Pacific region and Southeast Asia.
Chapter 2

FACTORS AFFECTING TO POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

BETWEEN RUSSIA  - VIETNAM FROM 2001 TO 2015

2.1. External factors
2.1.1. World situation 

Firstly: The international situation in the early years of the 21st century was dominated by the process of forming a new world order. 

Secondly: The trend of economic cooperation and competition, normalization, multilateralization and international relations diversification ... dominates.
Thirdly: The strong development of great powers with a global position like China, India, Japan, Russia ... in the first two decades of the 21st century and relations between major countries affect the development of countries around the world, including Russia and Vietnam.
Fourthly: The scientific-technology revolution and the trend of globalization affect every country in the world.
Fifthly:The outbreak of non-traditional security issues such as international terrorism, ethnic conflict, religion, separatism ... has a great impact on the world security environment, poses many challenges to many countries, including Russia and Vietnam. 

Thus, in such a complicated world situation, Russia - Vietnam relations are facing new opportunities and challenges. The mainstream of the trend of peace, cooperation and development in the context of globalization is creating new impetus for strengthening  Russian-Vietnamese cooperation in the new situation. This requires each country to take advantage of opportunities, and be flexible in bilateral cooperation, limit adverse effects to achieve each country's own interests and protect peace, regional and world security.

2.1.2. Asia-Pacific region situation
2.1.2.1. The economic, political and security situation of the Asia-Pacific region
Entering the twenty-first century, Asia-Pacific has become a dynamic development area of the world, which has not only brought opportunities for all member countries of the region, but it has also attracted the interests of non-regional partners, including Russia. Competitiveness among large countries has placed countries in the region, especially small and medium countries, including Vietnam in both domestic and foreign challenges. Therefore, these countries are forced to adjust foreign policy in accordance with the new situation.
The regional security instability in the Asia-Pacific is increasing, making this region one of the focal points of global security, thus ensuring national security and interests. In this area, it became a central task of some big countries, including Russia. These countries had a change in foreign policy, returning to Asia-Pacific. This has a direct impact on the process of consolidating and developing Russian-Vietnamese relations.

Asia-Pacific region becomes a contested area with both cooperation and competition. That is one of the impacts that make Russian-Vietnamese relations more and more positive.
2.1.2.2. Competition for influences among US, Russian and Chines  in Asia-Pacific
The influence of US, Russian and Chinese in the region has a direct impact on the development of Russian-Vietnamese relations. For Vietnam, it is possible to develop cooperative relations with many big countries. As for Russia, in the trend of competition among major countries, Russia is seeking to draw its allies to its side to counterbalance the regional powers. Therefore, Russia has strengthened its relations with Vietnam.
2.1.2.3. The South China Sea issue and the Crimean problem
* South China Sea issues: China unilaterally takes actions to change the status in the South China Sea, damaging the interests of many countries, especially threatening Vietnam's sovereignty, security and interests. In this situation, the Vietnamese side always wants more and more countries in the world, including Russia, to support Vietnam in the South China Sea issue. Vietnam also has the aspirations to strengthen cooperation with Russia for many benefits, including increasing the power of resolving disputes in the South China Sea.

* Crimea problem: The problem of Crimea has become a hotter - political hot spot in Europe in recent years. Facing that situation, Russia wants countries around the world to support Russia. Vietnam is the only country with a comprehensive strategic partnership with Russia in Southeast Asia and is a prominent member of ASEAN. Therefore, Russia wants Vietnam to support Russia in the above issues.
2.2. Internal factor
2.2.1. Russia's economic, political and foreign policy situation
2.2.1.1. Economic, political and social situation

* Economic: After President Putin came to power, Russia escaped from a prolonged crisis, high economic growth, improved Russia's position in the international arena in general, and positively impacted Russian relations - Vietnam in particular.

However, Russia also faces major challenges such as economic growth as well as budget revenue depending on the export of raw materials and fuels; The rate of capital loss is still large, attracting slow investment, the competitiveness of domestic industries is not high.

* Politics - society: In the early years of the XXI century, Russia's politics gradually stabilized, Russia's role and position in the international and regional arena improved markedly. Russia's relations with international and regional organizations have been improved and expanded within the framework of bilateral and multilateral cooperation.
Social programs have also been implemented such as reform of pensions, health care, reform of education regime, housing reform, people's policies ...
Despite this, Russia has not yet become a true power, yet has not found an ally who truly supports him. At the same time, in the country, the rich and poor disparities, corruption and extreme nationalism continue to increase.

2.2.1.2. Russia's foreign policy adjustment

Russia's foreign policy is to create favorable international conditions to build Russia into a modern, developed economy with a certain position in the international arena. On that basis, Putin implemented the "East-West balance" policy, strengthened bilateral relations with EU and CIS countries, with other regional countries;  strengthened multilateral diplomacy in international organizations ... built alliances with China, strengthened relations with the Asia-Pacific region, especially with Southeast Asia, including Vietnam.
2.2.1.3. Vietnam in Russia's foreign policy
Russia always attaches importance to and promotes the development of comprehensive cooperation with Vietnam. Especially, in the twenty-first century, Russia implemented a policy of developing strategic partnerships with Vietnam. Russia has always regarded Vietnam as an important "link" to help Russia penetrate deeply into the Asia-Pacific region. Therefore, foreign relations between the two countries are increasingly promoted.
2.2.2. Vietnam's economic, political and foreign policy situation
2.2.2.1. Economic, political and social situation
* Economic: Entering the twenty-first century, Vietnam's economy has overcome the period of crisis, breaking the siege and embargo of hostile forces. Vietnam's economic structure has shifted towards modernization, reduced the agricultural sector and increased the service and industrial sectors. 

Vietnamese politics has gradually stabilized, defense - security has been strengthened, foreign relations have developed. The power of the great unity bloc is promoted ... In particular, in the field of politics and diplomacy, promoting multilateralism and diversifying international relations, Vietnam has effectively integrated into the region and the world.
Culture and society have made progress on many fronts, especially in hunger eradication and poverty alleviation, improved employment and people's life.
However, Vietnam's level of international integration is not high, people's living standards are still low. In rural areas, the shortage of jobs is still serious; medical equipment is in short supply. Corruption, smuggling, trafficking in women and children, domestic violence, drugs and prostitution are still common.
2.2.2.2. Vietnam's foreign policy

The foreign policy of Vietnam in the renovation period is to continue implementing independent, autonomous, open and multilateral foreign policy and diversifying international relations, creating favorable international conditions for the cause of national renewal, industrialization and modernization.

2.2.2.3. Russia in Vietnam's foreign policy
Vietnam attaches great importance to strengthening and developing cooperation with Russia. Developing good relations with Russia, in order to contribute to promoting multi-faceted development of Vietnam and at the same time creating favorable opportunities for Vietnam in relations with major countries in the world and the region. These basic benefits are the basis and an important driving force for the development of Russia-Vietnam relations.
2.3. Historical factor
2.3.1. Soviet - Vietnamese relations before 1991
The Soviet Union actively supported and helped Vietnam in two resistance wars against aggression and national construction. In parallel with diplomatic activities, the Soviet Union provided weapons, equipment, military techniques, trained staff in the fields of science and technology and military... The Soviet Union also helped the people of North Vietnam in the process of building socialism. Vietnam has become a strategic ally of the Soviet Union in Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific region. During that time, because Vietnam still faced many difficulties, the relationship between the two countries was one-way.

2.3.2. Russian-Vietnamese relations from 1991 to 2001
At the end of 1991, the Soviet Union disintegrated, Russia-Vietnam relations were temporarily suspended. After a quiet period (1991-1993), Russian-Vietnamese relations continued to develop on the basis of the previous traditional Soviet-Vietnamese relations. In June 1994, the two countries signed the Treaty on basic principles in friendly relations between the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Russia. In the field of politics - diplomacy, Russia and Vietnam work together on international forums. Despite many difficulties, Russia - Vietnam relations from the second half of the 90s of the twentieth century have created an important premise for the formation of a strategic partnership in the early twentieth century.
Chapter 3

RUSSIAN-VIETNAMESE  RELATIONS ON THE POLITIC AND ECONOMIC 
FIELD FROM 2001 TO 2015 
3.1. Politic

3.1.1. Politics - diplomacy
3.1.1.1. Cooperation mechanism
Political relations between the two countries are maintained through bilateral exposure mechanisms at all levels (especially high level). The two countries maintain a mechanism for consultation and dialogue based on equality and mutual respect. Two countries have gradually improved their legal basis through the signing of many agreements and agreements on various fields.
3.1.1.2. Trips to the State, ministry, sector, and local Russia - Vietnam
* Government: From 2001 to 2015, frequent visits, talks, high-level exchanges, and deep and rich dialogues were held between the two countries. Typically, the visit of Vietnam to Russian President Vladimir Putin in March 2001. During this visit, the two countries signed a Joint Statement on Strategic Partnership; In October 2002, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam Nong Duc Manh visited Russia; In November 2006, Russian President Vladimir Putin visited Vietnam; In July 2010, General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Nong Duc Manh visited Russia; In October 2010, Russian President D. Medvedev visited Vietnam; In July 2012, President Truong Tan Sang paid a visit to Russia, the two countries signed a joint statement on strengthening comprehensive strategic partnerships. Then, in November 2012, Russian Prime Minister D. Medvedev visited Vietnam; In May 2013, Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung visited Russia; In November 2013, Putin President visited Vietnam; In November 2014, General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Nguyen Phu Trong visited Russia; In April 2015, Russian Prime Minister D. Medvedev visited Vietnam. 
Two countries share the same views and perceptions on many international issues as well as in the Asia-Pacific region and Southeast Asia.
* Ministry, sector: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Public Security ... often visit each other. The two countries have also signed Government-level Agreements on cooperation in drug prevention, crime prevention, issues such as human rights, democracy, security information exchange, anti-terrorism ... in articles International and regional events have fluctuations.
*Local: Local cooperation relations between Russia and Vietnam are increasingly consolidated and developed strongly, typically cooperation between Hanoi - Moskva, Khanh Hoa - Khabarovsk, Da Nang - Yaroslavl, Nghe An - Ulianovsk, Ho Chi Minh City - Saint - Petersburg and Moscow. The results of local cooperation have contributed significantly to the overall development of economic - trade and investment cooperation between the two countries.
3.1.2. Politics - national security
3.1.2.1. Cooperation mechanism

Political - security and defense relations between the two countries have been promoted through mutual visits and exchanges of defense ministers, the Minister of Public Security, the General Department of Intelligence, the General Department of Security, In particular, the two countries also intensified cooperation on military techniques, training, weapons trading, expanding cooperation contents on defense strategies. In 2008, Russia and Vietnam established a mechanism for the annual Foreign Affairs - Defense - Security strategic diplomatic strategy of the Deputy Foreign Minister; 2013 set up the Defense Strategy Dialogue mechanism at the Vice Minister of Defense.

3.1.2.2. Actual operation

Russia and Vietnam conducted visits and contacts between the Ministry of Defense of the two countries. Defense and security relations between Russia and Vietnam have also been deployed through a number of cooperation contents such as training and exchange between armies - army units, the sale and purchase of weapons, military techniques, military strategy. Along with promoting bilateral cooperation in the field of security and defense, Russia and Vietnam also strengthen defense relations in multilateral frameworks, to serve the interests of each country.

3.2. Economy
3.2.1. Trade
3.2.1.1. Trade turnover
Trade relations between Russia and Vietnam from 2001 to 2015 tend to increase but the level is not consistent over the years, the growth rate is still modest, the value is low, accounting for a small proportion of the import and export structure of each country, only 0.3% of Russia's total turnover and 1.5% of Vietnam's total trade turnover. In 2000, the total import-export turnover between the two countries reached 367,117 million USD, after one year, the bilateral turnover of Russia - Vietnam reached 571.287 million USD, increased by 1.6 times, the growth rate accounted for 55.6 % compared to 2000. In 2010, two-way trade turnover of Russia - Vietnam reached 1.83 billion USD. In 2012, trade in goods between the two countries achieved the highest growth in the whole period, with the total import-export turnover reaching 2.452 billion USD, 23% up compared to 2011. In 2014 and 2015, import-export turnover between Russia and Vietnam was reduced, not achieving a positive growth rate.
The proportion of import and export in the trade balance of the two countries also has certain fluctuations. From 2001 to 2010, Vietnam was an importer of Russian goods, but from 2011 to 2015, Vietnam became an exporter to Russia.

3.2.1.2. Goods structure
Before 2010, Vietnam's exports to Russia are mostly rice, garments, agricultural products, footwear, rubber, seafood, cashew nuts, tea, seafood... As for imports from Russia, the products are of great value, so Vietnam is largely in trade deficit. From 2010 to 2015, in addition to the above-mentioned traditional product groups, Vietnamese enterprises have also developed export groups of high-quality processing and technology products such as telephones and components; computers, electronic products and components. Russia exports to Vietnam raw materials and machinery for industries and energy sectors such as iron and steel, fertilizers, petroleum, coal, chemicals, machinery of all kinds ...
3.2.2. Invest
3.2.2.1. Russian investment in Vietnam
Russian investment in Vietnam is increasing. In 2003, Russia had 42 investment projects in Vietnam with a total investment of 217 million USD. In 2005, Russia had 47 investment projects in Vietnam with a total capital of 278 million USD, ranking 22nd out of 74 countries and territories investing in Vietnam. From 2008 onwards, direct investment from Russia into Vietnam has increased steadily over the years. In 2008, Russia had 59 projects (up 25.5% compared to 2005). Entering the period from 2010 to 2015, Russia - Vietnam investment has increased rapidly, mainly in the fields of oil and gas, mining and administrative services, which are highlighted by Vietnamese investment projects on Russian oil and gas mines. In 2010, Russia had 65 investment projects in Vietnam (excluding Vietsovpetro joint venture) operating with a total registered capital of 757.4 million USD. In 2015, Russia ranked 17/101 countries and territories investing in Vietnam with 106 projects (up 67% compared to 2010).

3.2.2.2. Vietnam's investment in Russia
Vietnam's investment in Russia has also increased. In 2005, Vietnam had 11 investment projects in Russia, a total registered capital of USD 38.0 million, second in Vietnam's total investment abroad. In 2009, Vietnam had 17 investment projects in Russia (up nearly 55% compared to 2005), total investment of more than 945 million USD (growth rate accounted for 239% compared to 2005). In 2012, Russia ranked 4th out of 10 countries and territories investing from Vietnam in the number of registered capital and the sixth on the number of projects. The first is the field of oil and gas exploitation, followed by banking, trade, services... In 2015, Vietnam had 19 projects, total investment of US $ 2.47 billion invested in Russia.
Investment cooperation between Russia and Vietnam is still low, not commensurate with the potential and comprehensive strategic partnership.
3.2.3. Tourism 
Although Russia - Vietnam tourism relations have just been focused recently, it has  increasingly developed and important contributions to the economic development of Vietnam as well as bilateral relations between Russia and Vietnam. According to the statistics of the Vietnam National Administration of Tourism, in 2004 there were about 12,500 visitors from Russia to Vietnam, an increase of 42% compared to 2003. From 2011 to 2015, the number of Russian tourists traveling to Vietnam has increased by an average of 35.6%. Especially since 2012, the number of tourists from Russia to Vietnam has increased rapidly, 176,679 turns of people, an increase of 742% compared to 2005. In 2014 there were 365,000 turns of people, an increase of 206% compared to 2012. Russia has become one of the top 7 international source markets of Vietnam. Many tourist destinations of Vietnam are loved by Russian tourists such as Da Nang, Mui Ne (Phan Thiet), Vung Tau, Nha Trang, Phu Quoc... However, the tourism relationship is only one way from Russia to Vietnam, as Vietnamese tourists to Russia are not frequent and with a small amount.
Chapter 4
REMARKS ON POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS OF 
 RUSSIA  – VIETNAM FROM 2001 TO 2015
4.1. Achievements and limitations
4.1.1. Achievement and reason 

4.1.1.1. Achievement:

Political: Cooperation in the field of politics and diplomacy has been constantly strengthened and developed with high reliability between the leaders of the two countries. In 15 years (from 2001 to 2015), Russia and Vietnam have established strategic partnerships, and comprehensive strategic partners. Two countries regularly visit at all levels, There are about 30 high-level contacts. In the first decade of the 21st century only, there were 16 visits by senior leaders of the two countries, 4 times more than the period 1991-1999 (4 visits)
. After the two countries signed the Joint Statement on Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, within 3 years (from 2012 to 2015), high-level visits between Russia and Vietnam took place at a higher speed (nearly 10 visits).

Political - national security: From 2001 to 2015 there were nearly 10 visits of the Ministry of Defense of the two countries. Russia and Vietnam cooperate in the field of buying and selling weapons, military techniques, officers training... The value of Russian-Vietnamese weapon sales contracts is increasing. In addition, the two countries also cooperate in repairing, improving, upgrading and manufacturing weapons in Vietnam.
Economic: -About trade: with the starting point as an importer, since 2011, Vietnam has started to export to Russia.
About goods structure: Vietnam exports to Russia products such as rice, garments, footwear, agricultural products... From 2010 to 2015, Vietnam exported many groups of products with high processing and technology contents such as telephones and components; computers, electronic products and components. On the Russian side, exports to Vietnam are products that Vietnam has not yet been able to produce.
- Invest: The two countries expanded cooperation in the fields of petrochemical refining, fuel production for gas engines. Previously, mainly Russia invested in Vietnam, since the beginning of the 21st century, Vietnam has invested in Russia. 
- Travel: The tourism cooperation relationship between Russia and Vietnam has significantly developed, making important contributions to the development of Vietnam's economy as well as the development of bilateral relations between Russia and Vietnam.
4.1.1.2. Reason

Firstly, Russian-Vietnamese relations inherited the tradition of good friendship between the Soviet Union and Vietnam. It is a solid foundation that brings high reliability between the two countries in the new era.
Secondly, the adjustment of foreign policies of the two countries has boosted Russian-Vietnamese relations.

Thirdly, efforts of the two countries (the level of the State, local authorities, organizations and leaders) in preserving and cultivating the relationship between the two countries have been increasingly developed.

Fourthly, President V. Putin, as well as many State, ministry, and sector-level policy makers in Vietnam, who had been trained in the Soviet Union such as former General Secretary Nong Duc Manh, former National Assembly Chairman Nguyen Van An, General Secretary - State President Nguyen Phu Trong... are one of the factors promoting Russia - Vietnam relations to develop. Besides, many Vietnamese citizens living, working, studying in Russia are a bridge to create favorable conditions for cultural exchange between the two peoples.
4.1.2. Limited and reason

4.1.2.1. Limited
* Political: Although the Russian Federation and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam have established a comprehensive strategic partnership, but some of the content is still oriented, not yet specified by actual activities and lack of synchronization. The visits between high-ranking leaders of the two countries frequently took place, many important documents were signed, but at lower levels and localities implemented in time. Therefore, the achieved results are not commensurate with the potentials and aspirations of the two peoples. Efficiency in cooperation between localities in the two countries is not high.
* Political - national security: Compared with the period of the Soviet Union - Vietnam, political - national security relations from 2001 to 2015 declined. During this period, Russia and Vietnam security and defense relations were mainly the contents serving the economic sector such as buying and selling weapons and military equipment.

* Economic: -Trade: Russia - Vietnam trade relations are still modest compared to other countries in the region with cooperative relations with Russia. Import-export turnover between the two countries also accounts for a small proportion of the total foreign trade turnover of each country.
- Invest: Some investment projects in construction, fisheries, agriculture - forestry and processing industries are small in scale, many projects are inefficient and dissolved (42 out of 79 projects have been licensed).
- Travel: Russia and Vietnam are not attractive markets, attracting each other's tourists. Compared to other partners, the number of Russian visitors to Vietnam is very limited. Exploiting advantages between the two countries to develop tourism is not effective. Vietnamese tourists have not identified Russia as a preferred destination in tourism programs. 
4.1.2.2. Reason
Firstly, Russia and Vietnam have not really considered each other as the top priority partner in foreign policy. 
Secondly, United States-Russian-Chinese "three-handed" relations have directly affected the development of relations between Russia and Vietnam. 

Thirdly, conditions and national potential of Russia and Vietnam still have certain limitations.
Fourthly, in the field of economic - trade Russia - Vietnam has not achieved high efficiency due to a number of reasons such as low commodity competitiveness, difficulties in administrative procedures, payment and unreasonable mechanisms ...
Fifthly, investment sector is not commensurate with comprehensive strategic partnership, due to limited financial resources and lack of key industries. 
4.2. Highlights in Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations from 2001 to 2015
Firstly, Russian-Vietnamese relations have a solid foundation built from Soviet-Vietnamese relations.
Secondly, Russia - Vietnam political and economic relations from 2001 to 2015 are the continuous development from strategic partnerships to comprehensive strategic partnerships.
Thirdly, Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations from 2001 to 2015 are based on mutual trust and mutual benefits.
Fourthly, political relations are stable, but Russia-Vietnam economic relations efficiency is not commensurate with the potential and comprehensive strategic partnership of the two countries.
4.3. Impact of political relations and economic to Russia  and Vietnam
4.3.1. For Russia
* Political: Russia considers Vietnam the best starting point for Russia to reach further in the region, while the US, EU, Japan and China are also influencing the region. 

Besides, Vietnam is a member of ASEAN and APEC, so the increased cooperation with the region (through Vietnam) will create favorable opportunities for the development of Russia's multilateral relations. 
* Economic: Vietnam has always been a market for Russian exports. Besides, Vietnam has become a potential consumer market for products of heavy industry, defense industry and machinery and equipment of Russia. Vietnam is also a market for consumer goods and tropical fruits and vegetables for Russia and the Far East region, Siberia. Strengthening relations with Vietnam is conducive to the need to expand Russia's trade scale.
On the other hand, the cooperation with Vietnam in areas such as oil and gas exploration and exploitation, electricity, science - technology and military technology gives Russia great economic benefits. 
* Some other areas: Vietnam also plays a role of "cultural bridge" between Russia and Southeast Asia. On the other hand, strengthening political and economic relations between Russia and Vietnam also creates conditions for Russian culture to spread among the Vietnamese people. Besides, the political and economic cooperation between Russia and Vietnam has an impact on educating the young generation to respect and cultivate the traditional and good relationship between Russia and Vietnam. Moreover, economic relations between Russia and Vietnam will solve the shortage of human resources in Russia.
Furthermore, developing relations with Vietnam will embarrass Russia in expressing its position in favor of China to resolve disputes in the South China Sea. At the same time, developing relations with Vietnam does not bring great economic efficiency to the Russian side.                                      

4.3.2. For  Vietnam
* Political: In terms of level, position and strength in the fields of Vietnam compared to Russia, there is still a big gap, so strengthening and strengthening relations with Russia will create development opportunities for Vietnam in all aspects. First of all, developing good relations with Russia will create favorable conditions for Vietnam to balance relations with major countries, thereby increase Vietnam's international position in the region as well as the world. Furthermore, promoting relations with Russia will expand the commercial market and enhance Vietnam's ability to integrate with the world. 
Vietnam promotes relations with Russia in terms of economy, political security, equality and mutual benefit, in order to limit and eliminate difficulties and challenges, take advantage of opportunities and develop dynamically and maintain sovereignty nation.

* Economic: Russia is the market that meets Vietnam's export and import demand. On the other hand, many important economic sectors of Vietnam built by the Soviet Union such as oil and gas exploitation, energy, military technology, science and technology, are still attracting effective investment from Russia. Therefore, Vietnam has tremendous economic benefits in promoting relations with Russia.

* Some other areas: Through exchange and contact activities, the two countries have conditions to understand each other's country, people and culture. Since then, it created a positive and pervasive influence on Vietnam's culture and society into Russian society and vice versa.

Moreover, by boosting political and economic relations with Russia, Vietnam has the opportunity to absorb modern technology, improve the quality of products, and motivate the development of highly qualified labor of Vietnam, which contributes to the goal of becoming a “modern industrial country”. At the same time, good relations with Russia in politics and economy will narrow the gap between Vietnam and the development centers of the world.
Besides, Russia is a country with strong military potential, therefore developing political relations, security and defense with Russia will help Vietnam modernize its military and military techniques to enhance its defense potential, maintain peace and stability in the region and the world.
Currently, the Vietnamese community in Russia has a large number, therefore, Vietnam needs to strengthen exchanges with Russia, in order to facilitate the Vietnamese community to live and work legally.

Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations also lead to restrictions on Vietnam in relation to the US. On the other hand, Vietnam is a “disproportionate” partner with a power like Russia, so there is often little concern in bilateral relations.
4.3.3. For Asia - Pacific region and Southeast Asia
Russian-Vietnamese relations have increased the role and position of Southeast Asia in the Asian region in general, curbed security instabilities, contributed to stabilizing regional peace and increasing the role of Asia - Pacific in new world order. 
Russian-Vietnamese relations provide many opportunities for regional countries to access Russian technology, increase the economic benefits and political position of the region. But the presence of this power in the region also creates a number of significant challenges, especially for countries with lower levels of development. The risk of unequal treatment and even dependence on these countries will increase. On the other hand, the increase in the influence of major countries in the Asia-Pacific region leads to a more competitive trend than cooperation from major countries in this region. This makes the political-security environment in the Asia-Pacific region unstable. 

CONCLUSION
Through the study of the current status of political and economic relations between Russia and Vietnam from 2001 to 2015, we draw the following conclusions:
1. Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations from 2001 to 2015 were built based on the political and economic foundation of traditional Soviet-Vietnamese relations. In addition, the two countries always agree on the views, stance in many international and regional issues, and support each other in international forums. That has created a favorable basis, promoting Russian-Vietnamese relations to a new height.

2. Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations have developed in accordance with the interests and aspirations of the two peoples in the volatile international and regional context. In the "east" strategy, Russia considers Vietnam an important "link" to Russia's interests. At the same time, Russia always considers Vietnam as one of its important strategic partners to promote cooperation between Russia and ASEAN countries. On the Vietnamese side, strengthening good relations with Russia not only brings many benefits for Vietnam in many areas but also facilitates Vietnam in balancing relations with big countries and at the same time. Vietnam's position will be improved in the region and the world. Those benefits, which are the basis, are an important driving force to promote Russia-Vietnam relations to develop in proportion to the comprehensive strategic partnership, as well as commensurate with the traditional relations of the two countries.
3. Russian-Vietnamese political and economic relations from 2001 to 2015 are continuous development from strategic partnerships to comprehensive strategic partners. In 2001, Russia and Vietnam signed a Joint Statement on Strategic Partnership. In 2012, the two countries signed a Joint Statement on strengthening comprehensive strategic partnerships.

4. Russian - Vietnamese political relations are constantly being strengthened. Russia - Vietnam economic cooperation has seen a clear development in the past time, but not commensurate with the political relations and potential of the two countries. The most fundamental reason is that both Russia and Vietnam have not really considered each other as their top priority partners in foreign policy. At the same time, there is no long-term vision, with specific programs and plans to develop relations between the two countries.

5. In the situation of the world and the intermingled area, while cooperating and competing, there are both advantages and challenges for all countries in the world. The consolidation and development of a comprehensive strategic partnership between Russia and Vietnam contributes to maintaining peace, stability and prosperity in the region and the world, which is very important. The achievements of political and economic relations of Russia and Vietnam in the first 15 years of the twenty-first century, together with the political determination of leaders and desires of the peoples of the two countries, we have sufficient grounds to assert that Russia - Vietnam relations from 2001 to 2015 have created a solid foundation to continue developing well in the future.

On the other hand, the leaders and people of the two countries need a higher effort in renewing their thinking and overcoming difficulties, obstacles and barriers to bring the development of Russian-Vietnam relations in line with the relations comprehensive strategic partners, cultivates the traditional friendship relations created in the past between Russia and Vietnam.
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