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2. Content of the compendium
2.1. The purpose and object of research
-Purpose: to clarify the elements, the semantics of the dialogue turns containing acts of commentary in Ma Van Khang's novels; to recognize the differences in functions between the acts of commentary in language of daily life and language of the literature, then complement the theory of conversation. On that basis, the thesis is conducted to clarify the artistic roles of acts of commentary in character depicted in Ma Van Khang's novels.   
-Object and scope of the research: the thesis choos dialogue turns containing acts of commentary through conversations of characters in Ma Van Khang's novels as a research topic, including a single act of commentary or an act of commentary with other illocutionary acts.  We select 5 novel of Ma Van Khang as a source of the study: Mưa mùa hạ (Summer Rain),  Hoi Nha Van's Publishing House, Hanoi,1982, Côi cút giữa cảnh đời (Alone in the course of life), Literature Publishing House, Hanoi,1989, Mùa lá rụng trong vườn (Fallen leaves in the garden), Writers' Publishing House, Hanoi, 2003, Đám cưới không có giấy giá thú (Wedding without wedlock), Writers' Publishing House, Hanoi, 2003, Một mình một ngựa (Alone), Women's Publishing House, Hanoi, 2010.  
2.2. Research methodologies used
To conduct this topic, the thesis chooses some research methodologies as follows: descriptive methods; discourse analysis methods; Semantic analysis methods;  statistics-classification methods, and  comparative methods. 
2.3. Main findings and conclusions
The thesis is the first work to analyze the act of commentary though dialogues of characters in Ma Van Khang's novels. Those contributions are listed as follows: 
	-A full overview, updated systematic theoretical issues related to the subject. 
	- A survey of 05 most outstanding novels of Ma Van Khang, amongst them 1034 dialogue turns containing acts of commentary are collected. 
	-The thesis has put forward a system of criteria to identify assertive utterance in the works of art,  including: narrations, characters' dialogues, and the interpersonal relations in a conversation.  In each of the content, the author of the thesis has surveyed, described meticulously to present new findings that carry a significant scientific meaning.  
	-Thesis research has analyzed deeply into the structure of dialogues containing acts of commentary, and divided it into two sub-groups: single and complex dialogue turns. In the complex dialogue turns, the author has determined, classified and modalized sub-groups into directional assertive utterance and other dependent complimentary speech acts.  The relationship between the directional assertive utterance and other dependent act is argumentative.   In particular, the writer has choosen and organized illocutionary acts in a flexible way, used arguments in various directions in the characters' dialogues to perform the purpose of communication in order to achieve the highest efficiency.
	-The thesis has  defined two semantic groups containing assertive utterances in characters' dialogues in Ma Van Khang's novels. From there, the thesis identifies an overview of the theme in his novels, which is the the decadent moral degradation of family and society, the fading of the traditional humanistic values, the change in the nature of human under the impact of the money. The author also points out and analyzes effectively 3 modes of expressing semantic content through characters' dialogues in Ma Van Khang's novels to clarify some typical writing styles of the writer. 

     			                          PhD Candidate



                                                                Dang Thi Thu


Supervior 1                                                        Supervior 2



[bookmark: _GoBack]Professor Dr. DO THI KIM LIEN               Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hoang Trong Canh   
